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‘V r 



er-poUticinn Jean-Jacques Ser- 
van^Schreiber won a three- 
week battle today to regain 
control of the L’Express, 
France's leading newsweekly. 

But the resignation of the 10 
top editors and three top ad- 
ministrators at L’Express indi- 
cated that Servan-Schreiber’s 
victory might prove pyrrhic. 


The editors resigned in pro- magazine will become more 


test against Servan-Schreiber’s 

Kir] fn rnacw>rf. nftllKml (Mtn. 


opposition tabloid which since 
1064 has been > slick, prosper- 
ous newsweekly. , Seryah- 
Schreiber, who quit active 
management of the periodical 
in 1969 to become secretajy 
general ‘of ihe .Kuuicat r auy, 
had been critical of the maga- 
zine’s sympathetic approach to 


Prime Minister Jacques Cha- 
bamDOlmas. 

V ^ L’Etpr^s'had a paid circu- 
lation of 509,520 last year. 
Among those who resigned 
today were the magazine’s edi- 
tor in chief, Claude Imhert; its 
domestic^affairs specialist, 
Georges Suffert; its diplo- 
matic correspondnet, Marc 


Chevrilion, president o 
Express Publish Group; Pierre 
Barret, director general, and 


(PJL Chevrilion had ^ fittempted to . — „_ r 

har Servan-Schreiber’s return. (Among the original Express 


muster sufficient : financial 
support and legal backing to 





riac, supported De Gaulle and 
moved - over to Le Figaro, 



It is now expected that the 


partisan, in anticipation of the 
parliamentary elections of 
1973, which constitute the 
makeor-brak test for Servan- 
Schreiber’s political careen 

Just a year ago, the 47-year- 
bid Servan-Schreiber won a 
parliamentary seat in a Nancy 
by-election and was soon 
promising that he .voulcl be 
prime mmister by 1973. 

Last September, however, 
be took a bad drubbing in an- 
other by-election from Cha- 
ban-Delmas whom . be chal- 
lenged in the prime minister’s 
home constituency of Bor- 
deaux;- Since then, Servan- 
Schreiber has taken a vacation 
from the '.Radical Barty find 


Le Nouvei Observateur.) 

What remains, to be seen is 
whether a more partisan polit- 
ical line will affect the week- i 
^Circulation and advertis- 
revenues. Much of the ad- 
vertising in recent months has 
come from various branches 
of nationalized industry, such 
as 'Air France and Renault 




Asi a result of the conflict 
the key role at L’Express has 
how been assumed by Mine. 
Glroud, one of the last of the 
original band who made -the 1 
weekly influential in its strug- ’ 
gles to support former Pre- 
mier Pierre Mendes-France 
and oppose the colonial war in 
Algeria, 


